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~ Bentonville Church
M embers in ngerla

In‘April 2025, Chad Wagner, Pre5|dent of the Afrlcan Chrlstlan
Schools Foundatlon (ACsF);had the prlwlege of leadinga -
delegation from the Bentonville Church 'of Christ to visit West
Nigeria Christian College. This visit carried deep significance, as
the late James Beckloff—a beloved former missionary and ACSF
board member—had long worshiped with the Bentonville
congregation, which has faithfully supported the mission for
manyy/Ears. ] W

Since Bfbther Beckloff’spassing, Wwe are ;é”specially grateful for
he ce to deepen connections with the Bentonville church
family ahd continue this meanlngfulpartnershlp ‘The following
reflection from Alan Todd and others offers a powerful glimpse

into the impact and spirit of the trlp
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"Evenin
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The African Violet Dinner”

We held our annual African Violet Dinner on
April 10, 2025 at Church of Christ Green
Hills. We had an encouraging crowd with
new faces, and a delicious meal! One of our
Board members and his wife, Mike and Rita
Cochrane, reported on the recent upgrades
that have been made to NCBC's Cato library
as well as some major improvements that
have come to our buildings and campus.
Also Chad Wagner gave a brief update on
other opportunities that will be coming to
our campuses. Our evening was blessed,
and we were able to raise over $40,000 for
God's kingdom. We hope you can join us
next time!
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Greg, Daniel and | were greatly
encouraged by how the
Kingdom of God is growing in
Nigeria and the great work the
West Nigerian Christian College
is doing to train hew

leaders in the church. It is
impressive how, under the
leadership of Biodun, they dare
finding new and innovative
ways train, disciple and plant
new churches and how African
Christian Schools is leading the
way to spread the gospel to
many parts of Nigeria. The
Bentonville Church will continue
to partner with WNCC and ACS
to support the great

work.

“When you give to African Christian Schools, you’re not just funding a
school — you’re sending the Gospel deeper into Africa, through preachers,
teachers, and church leaders who will impact souls for generations.”

HOW CAN I'PARTICIPATE

Who Can Participate?
Anyone who believes in
the mission of African
Christian Schools and
wants to make a lasting
difference—regardless of
income or age—can
participate in planned

There are several simple and
flexible ways to include
African Christian Schools in
your long-term financial or
estate plans:

1. Bequests
Include African Christian
Schools in your will'or living

Bank or investment accounts

3. Charitable Gift Annuities or
Trusts

Establish a charitable trust or
annuity that provides income
to you or your loved ones
during your lifetime, with the
remainder supporting the

trust. This can be a specific

> 3 dollar amount, a percentage

:::rg:;:::: ‘plptotr::r Sr st of your estate, orthe 4, Real Estate or Appreciated
remainder after other gifts are Assets

ministry, planned giving made. Donate property, stocks, or

offers a meaningful way to other non-cash assets, which

extend your impact may offer tax advantages

beyond your lifetime. while supporting Christian
education.

giving. Whether you're a ministry.

2. Beneficiary Designations
Name African Christian
Schools as a beneficiary of:

Life insurance policies

donations, we have not only reached ourgoal of
raising $100,000 but we have raised OVER our -
goal this year! Many thanks to all of you who

participated but also to our God who makes all

things possible. To Him we give the glory. ! - {’

With this matching campaign; we will'use these
funds to further develop'our.endowment for .
African Christian'Schools so that we will'be , v

better able to withstand financial downturns %’ ‘ -
and fulfillour long-term strategic goals. -

Many thanks to you! N

www.africanchristianschools.org



We’re excited to share significant progress on our
project to establish solar power grids at our West
and East Nigerian college campuses. The African
Christian Schools Foundation is on track with our
fundraising efforts. We have finalized our letters of
inquiry and are now mailing them to various
foundations and potential partners, a crucial step
toward providing sustainable energy for our students
and faculty.

However, we still need your support to achieve our
goal of $40,000. This funding will enable us to install
solar power systems that enhance our campuses'
energy efficiency and reduce reliance on inconsistent
power sources. By harnessing solar energy, we can
create a reliable learning environment free from the
disruptions of power outages.

Your contribution, no matter the size, will make a
significant impact on our students’ lives. We invite
you to join us in this mission and encourage you to
spread the word about our initiative. Together, we
can generate the awareness and resources needed
to make this project a success.

Continued

"Why Ni geria?

One Woma urney to Serve"

Never before had I witnessed such sincere Christian devotion than when I was in Nlgeria.
Although the lectures did not begin until about nine in the morning during the week, the men
would gather around half past five and begin praying with one another and singing. They would
break for a little breakfast, then get back to praying, singing and devotion with each other until
the program would begin. When the program was over each day, they would not hastily break
away like we would here. They lingered, and once again would pray and sing and commune well
after the setting of the sun. I would sit on our apartment balcony listening to the sweet, deep
melody wafting in the air like a sweet smelling savor. We were told that many of the members of
the village churches would meet around five in the morning during the weekdays to sing and
pray and share a verse before going about their day. This was normal practice. It hit me hard
that these people, who on the surface seem to have so little, who have it so much harder, carried
with them so much more devotion, and hope.

Two of the things we were looking forward to during our visit was one, being able to be taken
to the local markets and two, to try as much local food as possible. Our hosts were ever gracious
and ensured both of these things happened.. To see all the fruits and vegetables and meats, the
amazing fabrics and to interact with the stall owners. Being able to go to a local arts and crafts
market where so many hand made shoes, bags,jewelry, housewares and everything in between is
made. And as an ex-New Yorker, the thrill of the haggle. The food was something we looked
forward to every day. Fufu is a main staple served with soups and stews.Fufu is made from
cassave or yams. It is boiled and pounded into doughy balls. You use it to sop up your stew or
soup. You use your hands and no utensils. It is a great cultural experience. Jollof rice is West
Africa. It is a long grain rice cooked with tomato, onion, chilis, and spoices and is
incredible.There are not many restaurants you will go in and not find these items, or a household
not serving these items on a regular basis.I have found that so much common ground can be
found sitting around a table and sharing a meal. Food is shared humanity, it is the true language

of a culture.
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Solar Power update

It is difficult to put into just a few words what this trip meant to me. What the lasting
effects are. How it has changed me. What worshipping with my African brothers and
sisters was like. What communing with them for two weeks did to me. Taking selfies
with the students, being presented with tailored clothing from the school Presidents.
Being so different, yet all the same. If I could sum up this visit to these schools and my
time in Nigeria it would be encapsulated by the President's Banquet.

As we sat at a table at the President's Banquet in honor of the graduating students,
the student choir sang as we all got settled in. The fans blew on oscillate throughout the
banquet hall. The fans blew around the smell of the banquet food cooking in the back,
of body oils, of the fire still burning outside from the outdoor kitchen. It smelled of shea
butter, of heavy perfume, of the jungle just a few yards away. It smelled of the dirt road
and sweat. I knew and could deeply feel that this was the smell of generosity, it was the
smell of love, of sacrifice and tears. It was the smell of joy, heartache and elation. As I sat
silently listening to the choir sing familiar songs, but in that beautiful African tone, I
realized, this was the smell of Nigeria.That this whole scene was an encapsulation of the
Nigerian spirit. I was in awe and deeply moved by this moment. If you ever have the
opportunity to visit Nigeria, and visit these campuses I would urge you to move out of
your comfort zone,and make the trip. You will be forever touched and changed by this

beautiful experience.
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Meet Anna Crossno -
Leading Donor Impact Ministry with ACSF

Anna Crossno serves as the head of our Donor Impact
Ministry at ACSF, where she helps connect faithful givers to
the life-changing work their support makes possible. With
a deep passion for ministry and a heart for people, Anna
plays a vital role in encouraging generosity and showing
the true impact of Kingdom investment.

She is the wife of Dakota Crossno and a proud mother of
two. Anna enjoys spending time at home with her family
and finds joy in creating a Christ-centered home.

Anna holds a Bachelor's degree in Biblical Studies and is
currently pursuing her Master’s in Pastoral Care and
Counseling. Her love for mission work and desire to see
preachers thrive in sharing the Gospel drive her work in
ministry. Through her leadership, she helps ensure that
every gift given through ACSF fuels lasting Gospel impact.
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As the gospel continuesto flourish across ”" We’re inviting Diaspora Christians; |
Africa,.one truth becomes clearer, every day.‘\ X espectaIIyAfrlcan Americans and Affican
the African.Ghurch'is' growing, but itneeds  >*“descendants in The U.S. 'and dbroad, to help
trained leaders to'guide it Across Nigeria, | /o “make'this vision'a realtty Just $50/month
and especially atthe Nigerian Christian from an individual or $200/month from a
Bible College and the West Nigeria Chrlstlan *'church can powef classrooms; équip leaders,

College, hundreds of dedicated students'are ' ¢ v and reconnect you to the legacy‘of faith in
preparing for a‘life of ministry, teachlng,~and Afnca This is more than a donation—it’s a

FaithJourney

evangelism. But like many growing || NS spiritual investment in the future of the ' S ?
ministries, ‘they face real obstacles—hmxted African Church.: tO S e rve
infrastructure, unreliable electricity, and Visit: www.a ncanchnstlanschools or,
cot;lstrained resources. % f 4 By g Angel MOOT’?

ForAfrlcan Chnsnans m the ‘United States, the- \
And this is where you—our brothers and UK the Canbbean, “and beyoﬁd this is more ‘ /ﬂ .
sisters in the Diaspora—can make. a lasting than a charitable opportumty—lt s a chance t0

R - } We spent a week at each campus, both Hadtwo differing
ecenitly I had the am A e R e P e U A looks and feels, but with the same lastlngW"‘

husband, who works for African Christian Schools, to the welcome, appreciation, lovE a‘ﬂ’d gratittN R e A mplises -

May g‘raduation and le.ctures 1 Nigeria. As someone who are built on compounds, as many churches and schools in

el L Germa.ny .for Six yeargg ]fg ﬁl{d t? abof"f Nigeria are. There is a main gate to go throuéﬁ ‘and then you

twelve countries in Europe, IWas| decstatictovisita are surrounded by the campus walls. Within those walls are

place and a culture that W - the students, faculty, and staff, most of which live on

seen. As soon as my feet hit - campus until summer break. English is the first language in

difference. : reconnect with your. spmtudl and cultural | {
heritage in'a way that is deeply meamngful The
story,of Christianity in Africa is one of 3
restflence, renewal and fevival-~and Dlaspora

- W.a V. i Plasp m:a Chrlstlans. 10 1l Chr1§t1ans are umquely posmoned to fueI that ¢ @ ‘
their:identity, heritage, and Kingdom rewval .

calling. In a world where so many voices o0 I/~ Gt il T N

N ’

Supporting Christian education in Africa is
a powerful act of spiritual reconnection. It’s

pull us apart, this is a tangible way to unite You know What it ‘mears to ovércome, *tb lead in ? twelve hour flight, I kn '*'-']:' 431 i L) . Nigeria, which makes commuhication possible, but not
around something eternal: the advancement fal i nid 100 Gildundef préssure. ‘Yo Y :I‘:"‘l and that there wouldbe! \‘ £ 1192 B2 2l D - always perfect, as there are often a few things lostin
is experience: ) X

of the gospel. " translation. Most Nigerians speak multiple languages as
. theyspeak English and their native tribal tongue as well at
* minimum. This was helpful while walking around and

fnteracting with everyone on campus.
~ Privilege brings on a deeper meaning when you realize the
ampuSJanment you are staying in is one of the few
g é‘fﬂi‘lﬁs |ngs that has electricity, air conditioning, a full
] kitchen and a television. All the things here in
we literally think nothing of. It would be unheard
k'at a home or apartment in America and there
ricity or a fullindoor bathroom. Realizing that

en't in goes down that we are one of a few buildings
. thathadwifiand lights, and were not in the dark brought

) - . 13 thls‘ﬁl'%fo‘und feeling of gratitude and appreciation for

West Campus. | did not realize it at the time, orieven th'f‘ . something | thought was so basic to the forefront of my
aboutit, bu.t the airport would be the last time | would'see’ 4 . Already | was being changed and we weren't even 24
another white person for two weeks. hours into this two week adventure.

expenence, reso;rlc,esl ;nd pt;:lt}l/ers Zrelzebedzd I expected the May heat tol J.Iliu.k!
i —not just to fund buildings, btit tobuild bridges
We believe the African Church is not justa~ y f 95, 4 while opening u p.lm.buu,.-m.wmf
s $ : e between contmems, generatlons, arid the global but not unbearablel If
mission field—it’s a mission force. And your. Body of Christ.® = ‘
partnership helps strengthen its foundation. 7 Fi e s ' | inthespring, th's_"\LQ
- weather there. Itisn

population of about 17mi
chaotic traffic you have e
bustling ballet of scooters, taxis, is, p ¢
commercial vehicles all vying fori: e road. All while
- vendors walk around seamlessly selling their.ware
drove through the bustling city, there wasa ml)ﬁ#\
excitement and calm as the roads (which are mostl
condition) began to clear of traffic. We were headed t

AN ]
When you give, you’re not just supporting
students—you’re standing in solidarity with
them. You’re telling a young preacher in Uyo or

' Abeokuta that they are not alone. You’re
helping light classrooms, expand libraries, and
raise up the next generation of African gospel
workers. {

Many of our students are first-generation '\
Christians, the first in their families or
villages to pursue full-time ministry.
They’re studying under difficult
conditions—{frequent power outages,
limited access to technology, and facilities
stretched far beyond capacity. These
challenges slow their progress, limit their:
potential, and delay the impact they could
be having in communities across Nigeria
and beyond.
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