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children were not left out as teachers were allocated to them 
who spent time on the following topics, lessons from Luke 2:52, 
lessons from the parable of the prodigal son, lessons from the 
parable of the two sons, and the seven “I am” statements in 
John’s gospel. 

Within the lectureship were other activities like prayer  
sessions, an a cappella concert, conferment of Distinguished 
Christian Servant awards and a football tournament. The 
lectureship also featured a section called “Coping with 
Widowhood”, a program that debuted in the last year’s 
lectureship. This program is intended to offer support for 
widows within the fellowship of Christ as they deal with the 
harsh and unplanned reality of widowhood.  The lectureship 
also featured a health talk on coping with menopausal  
challenges which offered insights into the challenges our sisters 
faced when they become “senior citizens.”      

The lectureship was well attended as on the first day we 
were already at full capacity. In Nigeria in particular, we have 
stressed right doctrine. This has benefited us for decades 
but often lives remain untransformed, unchallenged,  by the 
knowledge gleaned, yet, knowledge of the gospel increased. 
Often right doctrine alone only appeals to the mind, whereas 
the person of Jesus Christ convinces the hear and reaps the 
full benefit of the Gospel — living a crucified life. Brethren, 
we are called to live up to their call and strive for spiritual 
perfection.

We desire earnestly that as participants return to their 
congregations, their lives would be transformed sufficiently to 
inspire convictions in others to ask the question, “What must 
we do to be saved?” and draw the conclusion, “these people 
have been with the Christ.”

Shalom.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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A. W. Tozer remarks that the crucified life is a life 
committed to following after Christ Jesus. To be 
more like Him. To think like Him. To act like Him. To 
love like Him. But to achieve all these we need to 

understand scripturally the identity of Jesus Christ since the 
whole essence of Christianity begins and ends with Him. The 
22nd WNCC lectureship, held in August,  was themed, “Who 
is Jesus? Portraits from the Gospels.”

The purpose of this 
year’s lectureship was 
to call the church back 
to the ideal—the person 
of Christ. Not rules. Not 
doctrines. Not traditions. 
But the undeniable 
person of Jesus Christ. 
How significant Christ 
is to the church is 
reiterated by the fact 
that everything stands or 
falls in His person. And 
the applicable question 
that follows is “what 
will the church do about 
Jesus Christ?” 

The theme of the years’ lectureship was broken into topics 
to answer this question—Jesus is the Son of God, hence 
the authority for the modern man. Jesus is the Son of man, 
therefore gives meaning to living in the flesh. Jesus is the Lamb 
of God, bearing on the thought of living a sacrificial life. Jesus 
is the Bread of Life, thus sufficient for sustenance. Jesus is the 
Christ, hence offering insights on how to live the consecrated 
life. Jesus is the Lord, thus worthy of our submission. Jesus is 
the Word, offering wisdom for daily living. 

Within this theme, conferences were held that offered 
discussions between participants and speakers. For the 
men, conference topics involved, the shepherd discourse—
principles for contemporary leadership, the true definition 
of greatness in the kingdom of God, and responding to 
dissenting voices in the church. For the women, conference 
topics included, women as pillars in Christian ministry, 
exemplifying godly submission, the Samaritan woman—
sincerity, transformation, and mission. For the youths, 
conference topics included, mitigating the challenges 
of immorality among Christian youth, discovering your 
potential for godly exploits, and Christian youths as 
examples for right living in a morally perverse world. The 

IDENTITY OF JESUS REVEALED  
AT 22ND ANNUAL WNCC EVENT
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Harvest Your Legacy

OUR TOOLS ARE FREE AND 
WE ARE JUST A CALL, CLICK 
OR EMAIL AWAY.

Cool Mornings, Warm Memories
Fall days may be cooler, but the memories are warmer. As you spend time with your family and friends this 
season, think about how important they are to you and how vital you are to them. The people and causes in our 
lives represent an investment of our hopes, dreams and aspirations. We would not be the same without them.

Take time this fall to plan your legacy. Write your will or 
update the one you have. When you do, you will wrap 
yourself in the warmth of knowing you have taken care of 
everyone and everything valuable to you.

In addition to your will, which is the foundation of your plan, there 
are other creative options. We can show you the benefits of a gift 
annuity that gives you tax benefits now with fixed payments for 
life. There are also a variety of trusts, beneficiary designations and 
other tools that can help you achieve all your goals and wishes. 

Planning is not about things. It gives voice to your 

values and continues the love and care that has 

exemplified your life.

You may mention others in your plan, but your 

plan is really for you. It gives you peace of mind, 

even as it gives a piece of you to others.

Copyright © 2022 Crescendo Interactive, Inc. Used by permission.

The names and images shown here are representative of typical donors and may or may not be 
actual donors to the organization. Under federal rules your benefits may be different from this 
example. Please contact us for your specific benefits.
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advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal 
financial advisor for information specific to your situation.
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NCBC Convocation

New members of the NCBC Board of Governors are installed.

The 68th Annual Bible 
Lectureship of the Nigerian 
Christian Bible College, Ukpom 
was held Aug. 9-12. Timeless 

Truth for Troubled Times was the 
center stage of the lectureship, and 
participants confessed that this was one 
of the best themes discussed over the 
years.

Activities commenced with a 
Baccalaureate Service on Aug. 7 at 3 
p.m. where the graduands, parents, 
congregations, and faculty assembled 
together to thank God for a successful 
completion of the ministerial studies. 
Mfon Archibong, the Minister of the 
Northside Church of Christ, Ukpom, 
Abak gave the minister’s charge while 
Etim Nyong, the Director of Ministerial 
Programme performed the ordination.

On Aug. 8, the graduands and faculty 
were treated to a banquet where the 
Provost, the faculty, and graduands 
enjoyed delicious meals together.

This year’s lectureship was unique, 
colorful and graced by prominent 
Executive Board Members of the African 
Christian Schools Foundation, such as 
Henry Huffard, Board Chairman, Chad 
Wagner, President ACSF, Archer Honea 
from Oklahoma and two ministers from 
Tanzania, Joseph Haonga and Boaz 
Kasiba.

The Provost of the College, Joe N. 
Obinna gave the opening address, 
highlighted the good works, the 
progress, and developments going on at 
NCBC and encouraged the brethren to 
support the college. He mentioned the 
fish farm and piggery vocational projects 
among others.

Seasoned Gospel Ministers spoke on 
various topics that were assigned to them. 
A Voluntary Health Organization made 
up of Christians Pharmacist and Nurses 
worked in conjunction with the College 
Nurse to provide Healthcare Services 

68TH ANNUAL EVENT  
AT UKPOM A SUCCESS

The crowd during the lectureship. 
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Provost Joe Obinna gives the opening 
address at the NCBC Lectureship.

Henry Huffard cuts his 72nd birthday 
cake at NCBC’s Alumni Homecoming.

Archer Honea of Oklahoma speaks 
during the lectureship.

during the lectureship. The NCBC Alumni 
also staged their Home coming and 
honoured some brethren and organizations 
for their outstanding contributions and 
support for Christian Education.

 Henry Huffard’s 72nd Birthday was 
also celebrated in a grand style. African 
Christian Schools Foundation and 
Concord Road Church of Christ, Nashville, 
Tennessee received awards of Service.

 A total of 74 souls were baptized 
into Christ and 6,500 traveled miles 
to attend daily. The grand finale was 
the Matriculation, Convocation, and 
Installation of the Board of Governors 
and award of prizes. Twenty-two 
students matriculated into Ministerial 
Diploma Programme, 5 students into 
Degree Programme and 25 students 
were convoked. 16 men were installed as 
Board of Governors of the College. The 
graduating students were given awards 
of excellence in the following areas: (i) 
Academics (ii) Leadership (iii) Evangelism 
(iv) Improvement (v) Self discipline and 
(vi) Obongawan U. J. Ntukobom’s Award 
for the best graduating student.

Brethren and congregations gave some 
donations for the vocational projects. We 
thank all the donors for their support and 
prayers, which has sustained the college 
for 68 years.
 Thank you and God bless.
Uyai S. Joshua
Director of Information, NCBC Ukpom

Ordination Ceremony at the NCBC 
Baccalaureate Service. 

ACSF President Chad Wagner speaks at 
the 68th NCBC Lectureship.
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Want To Help ACSF now?
Donate to African Christian 

School Foundation  
quickly and safely by 

scanning our  Venmo QR code. 
We thank you for your support!

PREACHERS NEEDED IN 
AFRICA; YOU CAN HELP

IMPACT PARTNERS

Each year, the church in Africa 
continues to thrive and grow. 
New churches are being planted 
and many are turning to New 

Testament Christianity. In fact, Africa is 
quickly becoming the hub of Christianity 
due to the large growth of the church. 
What a bright future! However, there 
are so many churches that do not have 
a preacher! This lack of preachers is a 
huge hindrance to the continued church 
growth in Africa. In fact, 1 in 4 churches 
of Christ in Nigeria now have no preacher 
to feed the congregation. How can 
that phenomenal growth be sustained 
without preachers to minister to the 
congregations?

As you know, African Christian 
Schools operate two Bible Colleges in 
Nigeria: Nigerian Christian Bible College 
and the West Nigeria Christian College. 
Both of these schools are doing a 
wonderful job of training young people 
for the cause of Christ. In fact, in both of 
our schools, we offer:

•  Top-Quality education by highly 
trained teachers. Many of our teachers have 
received training in the US and are putting 
that training to work in our schools. 

•  Strong emphasis upon 
evangelism, integrity, and service to 
the Lord’s church.

•  Vocational training opportunities 
so preachers can support themselves in 
the field as they minister to churches.

•  And so much more…
That’s why we need your help. You 

know the power of quality education and 
how it can benefit the church in Africa. 
You know that African Christian School 
has been serving the church longer 
than any other brotherhood school. 
You also know that at African Christian 
Schools we are striving for excellence 
in education, transparency and fiscal 
responsibility. Like you, we want to make 
sure that the church in Africa has the 
well-qualified and equipped preachers 
and teachers that they need to continue 
their phenomenal growth. 

However, we have an issue that 
we cannot avoid. Our schools are not 
fully-funded and, by extension, we 
are not able to hire all of the teachers 
that we need for our 280 students. 
This challenge is greatly affecting the 
level of education at our schools. While 
the teachers we do have are doing 
their best, we really need to hire more 
teachers to fill the needs we have. But, 
without the funds, our hands are tied. 

We would not be where we are 
today without you. You have been a 
generous supporter of our work in 
Africa, and we thank you. Today, I ask 
you to consider investing in our work 
in Africa in a bigger way, by becoming a 

Impact Partner for Africa.  An Impact 
Partner for Africa pledges a monthly gift 
of $25 or more to support our work of 
Christian education in Africa.

Brother C.A.O. Essien is the first 
convert to New Testament Christianity 
in Nigeria. Many years ago, he he 
charged us to “teach us and we’ll take 
Africa for Christ.” His call is our mission 
today. You can be a part of answering 
his call and helping the churches of 
Christ in Nigeria continue to thrive. As a 
special thank you, new Impact Partners 
for Africa will receive recognition in our 
quarterly newsletter. 

With the help of dozens of donors 
just like you, we can be on our way 
to reaching Africa for Christ. African 
Christian Schools 65th anniversary 
is just 2 years away. Wouldn’t it be 
amazing to announce that our schools 
are fully-funded and fully staffed as part 
of that special time? Thanks to Impact 
Partners, we are well on our way. 

Would you be willing to make a 
monthly recurring gift of $100, $50, 
or $25 to join other Impact Partners 
for Africa and help us make our 
schools fully-funded?

Your support will make all the 
difference in the lives of hundreds of 
Bible and ministry students in Africa. 
You can send funds to the address 
below or set up monthly giving online at  
africanchristianschools.kindful.com. 
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The 2022-23 school year 
of the Nigerian Christian 
Bible College, Ukpom Abak 
started Sept. 12 with obvious 

signs of full bloom. We are excited 
to have all our returning students 
back with us and to welcome the 
new students into the NCBC family. 
During the break a lot of efforts were 
put into campaigning for souls for 
Christ and campaigning for students 
for the programs of the college. 
The campaign yielded tremendous 
results which now account for the 
blossom beginning of this school 
year.

Statistically, the three programs offered 
by the NCBC have received a share of 
these new students, with the Ministerial 
Program receiving the lion share of 40 new 
students out of the 55 new students in total. 
The Bachelor of Arts, Religious Education 
and the Bachelor of Arts Religious Studies 
programs which are affiliated to the 
University of Calabar received 8 and 7 new 
students respectively. These, in addition 
to the returning students have made the 
number of students currently receiving 
training in the Nigerian Christian Bible 
College to be ninety (90).  Among the 
new students joining, we have a couple 
committed to work in Christ’s vineyard for 
greater effectiveness. Brother Joseph Abua 
and the wife, Sister Cecilia Joseph are doing 
the Bachelor of Acts Religious Education 
and Ministerial Programs respectively. It 
is good news to have a couple as students 
living on the NCBC’s campus.

We are pleased to mention here that 
this school year, we have launched a pilot 
project of establishing understudying a 
new NCBC center at Abi Local Government 
Area of Cross River State, in order to 
take our programs closer to those who 
have been yearning to be trained at 
the NCBC. Fifteen(15) candidates have 
already indicated interest and completed 

admission forms. The NCBC plans plans 
to visit the area and conduct evangelism 
between Oct. 14 - 16, 2022. With this center 
starting, the total number of students 
for the NCBC’s programs is totaling one 
hundred and five (105)

We trust God to continue to bless our 
academic and spiritual endeavors towards 
equipping these students to be useful to 
themselves, the Church, and the society 
at large, to bless the teaming NCBC’s 
staff who are repositioning for even more 
effective service delivery,  and expand the 
frontiers of His kingdom here on earth to 
glorify His name.

Ndongesit Effeh
Dean, Student Affairs/Admission 

Officer NCBC

SCHOOL YEAR
2022-23 OFF TO  

A BLOSSOMING START
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Onyeario Chukwuma hails from 
Abavo Local Government Area of 
Delta State of Nigeria. He is from 
a polygamous home. His dad who 

was a teacher is now 
deceased. His moth-
er, the second wife, 
sought divorce be-
fore the demise of his 
father. Chukwuma 
and his three siblings 
lived with his mum 
after the divorce. 
Chukwuma is a  new 
student of West Nigeria Christian College 
and School of Biblical Studies, Abeokuta, 
Ogun-State, Nigeria. He is passionate about 
God’s calling to preach the gospel and be-
lieves WNCC prepares him adequately to 
fulfill that call.  

Chukwuma’s journey to becoming a 
Christian was through his sister. Both 
Chukwuma and the mum attended and 
were members of several denominational 
churches. He recounts that his break with 
denominations arose with the practices 

he encountered with the denomination, 
“Mountain of Solution Ministry.” He notes 
that the false prophecies he encountered 
in this denomination and the exploita-
tions the preacher used to get money 
from his mum, a divorcee who barely 
managed to take care of her children, led 
Chukwuma to vow not to have anything 
to do with the denominational church 
again.

Chukwuma stopped worshipping and 
stayed home for most Sundays after then. 
His sister, however, attended the church 
of Christ all the while Chukwuma and his 
mum fellowshipped with the denomina-
tions. At the prompting of the sister and 
the preacher of the congregation she 
worships in, Chukwuma and his mum de-
cided to pay a visit to the church of Christ 
where his sister attends. After the service 
that day, Chukwuma testified that the 
message he heard that day was signifi-
cantly different from what he was used to 
in the denominational churches. On that 
very day, Chukwuma and his mum were 
all baptized. 

With the baptism, Chukwuma was set 
on course for what God desires to accom-
plish through him. The preacher noticed 
the unusual zeal Chukwuma had for the 
work of God and his kingdom, and sug-
gested to Chukwuma to proceed to West 
Nigeria Christian College and School of 
Biblical Studies, Abeokuta, Ogun-State 
Nigeria, for studies, to equip him for min-
istry.

His initial dream to study Mass Com-
munication became replaced with a pas-
sion for ministry.  With the trend of reli-
gious proliferation in his area, Chukwuma 
desires to gain knowledge of  the scrip-
ture through WNCC so that he may return 
home with the message of the gospel and 
as a light to the ‘Gentiles.’

Chukwuma is thrilled  with the journey 
thus far and  he is devotedly committed to 
his studies and evangelistic activities. He 
appreciates God’s grace in exposing him 
to the truth of the gospel. The battle for 
the soul of men is herculean while faith-
ful workers are in short supply. God bless 
you as you support and sustain WNCC to  
continue to discover and equip the likes 
of Chukwuma for ministry.

WNCC
EQUIPPING STUDENTS LIKE CHUKWUMA FOR MINISTRY


